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^ml eotitled to atl Jtiie benelUs of tie 
Library, oa coittmulng to ps,y tbeir 
Bubscription, uid iO^her.wiae adth^riog 
jlo ihe rules ; bul tf it appear th>t 
tbey are tinneceasarily taken away> 
^hey sbalt forfeit all right, title, and 
intet'est to, and in tb« Librttry, 
without any ren>ttn<9ration whai^v.fir. 

VIII. That any subscriber imiog 
the town shall Mtfe a right to traiw- 
fer Ilia or her propcirty in the Libfttry, 
to airy person who tn&y be a scholar 
in the school, for such valuable cpo- 
jideration as may he agreca . upon 
by the parties themselves. 

ItSL. That all' new scholars who 
wl&h to become sucliscribers, or such 
as have not been original menibers, 
•bali pay one penny per vreek, un- 
til tjhey be oa an equal lootiog with 
tile original sdbscribers, and a&er 
\hat to - piy only one halfpenny per 

X That all books shall be lept 
asd returned on Saturdays. 

XI. Any subscriber ibeing more 
.tfajm four yveeks in arrear. wiiboiit 
aumcient caune being as3ign«<i, shall 
forfeit air Tight, title, add interest 
in the I«ibrary. 

XII. That the Library shall >e 
the property 9f ;tiiie sttbsoribers^ jbut 
■ttder the eoRironi aad manKgoWeiit 
•f itie Gomibittee and Teacbiecs of 
the Stilfast LHricasieriaii -Daily Schoyl. 

Be{fatt iMHcasteriim S<;hQol, 
Dee. 294, IftlS. 

Vke fanning piunwa^ tranmiUted io 
J D. Jaekum, Seprtjtiity <» (^e 
Society in DMin far proiiwtirig the 
edaeattonitftkt Foor^wilh tic'Jgitqw 
iv^ letter. T&ey (grt imeti^d m ilit 
Jkifimt Maganine^ to gi^t them 
igreaftr publieitjf, attd to imito to 
the adoption o/' U timilar pUi^^m 
»tker ffhoiU*. 

Lamampim School, Bi^att, 

fita, 
17Ni>£R the impression, that war* 

aBLEAST Mit«. INk UCV1I. 



juveniie libraries Itfi be iiistitu,t0(t 
and attached to the several s«oii, 
naries for the education of- the 
.poor in this coiMitry, they would l^e 
^fliinently conducive towards Ciiairry. 
iflg into full effect the grai^d object 
which the society f<^ itromoting'tbe 
.^ducation of th^ poor of Ireland ha.v« 
in vj«W, { have ;taken the liberty of 
jfww^il^g tP you the plan of one 
which has been attached to the Laa- 
castexiafi UiAitoiioia i/i this town, to 
b^ Nd before ih« society, in order 
that if it is approved of by them, it 
may be recommended to theQtber 
institolions^ oif the saoie nqture 
throQghoni the covntry. 

To BjerMy eapjcitate -the ;<sbUdren 
<>ft'be poor to rea\jl, is :stofrping t|ir 
short of enabling tbenu to derive all 
the advantagef) whtt^ 6ow from 
edacttion. If they are not jtftcv'- 
wards isiipplied Mfith ,lx>oks, t^r 
being able to rgad 'oKtjit "be enttrikiy' 
nugatory, and they atigbt as well 
hsrve been left m tlt^if orig^nnl dark- 
ness. jFrom the .Cxtjr^vagant sprite 
at books of almost' all descrtptioqs, 
it is flot fKMsiye ^ ih^m to have 
access to them. But;<by the means 
{><;>itit£d out in ttbis plan, a quantity 
of books suitable fur persons in tl»;ir 
station, mfty be procured, to Which 
tbcy can have access, aad by which 
they can be improved as miich as if 
the wMIe W^e v«Bt«^ in each «f 
them indivrdua^ly. lu fact, lending 
them boo|;s is a greater indsceoi^fit 
for theoi ^o i-e^tdr than,b«stowiRi{; 9a 
tbem the enur* pr^fKi^fy. Eur if, a 
hoffkbe.lent, and is to be returned 
OR a ceitain day, the probability is, 
that the Ixtoil will he r«ad wittiin 
the tiHti^. )B»t ifgiven eni^ireiy, the 
readinig of it in4y.bje.de ferr«d tintil a 
nsjure «gf»»enity9t op^jor moiiy, wtii(:b 
opporiuivity ni.ay tfot ^mt arrive:, ,as 
^e are 9U r$«ady enough t» postpone 
d^itog ^hat we k«MW we caa «to at 
ait)' Mn«. 

^he,aQn«xiogsi>ch a library ^ a 
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large sehool on this plan, must be 
th« iti«an« of disseminatiDg much 
knowtedgie< at no expense to the 
public, and at a very small one in- 
deed to the parents of the children. 
All thftt is required, is, care and at- 
tention in its noanageroent, to pro- 
duce the most beneficial results: to 
8ee that the book \» returned in due 
time, and regularly paid for, if da- 
magi'd or lost. 

This May eaose some extra trou- 
ble to the Miperintendents of the 
schoulit, but a consciousness of the 
benefits which will accrue to the 
childredy will itidoce jevery good 
mind, with alacrity, to undertake 
the task. It is not merely the bene- 
fits trhich may result to the rising 
generation from such institutions, 
that is to be calculated on, but we 
may rationally expect by it a great 
improvement in the minds of the 
parents thenjSelves, as it is to be sup- 
posed that they will derive advan- 
tage from the improvement of their 
children, so as in a manner to be- 
come their pupils, and to be benefit- 
ed by having books read in ,their 
hearing, which they never had the 
opportunity of either seeing or hear- 
ing before. 

The «oci*ty has rendered to the 
cause of education a most import- 
ant service, by baying printed the 
necessary lessons for the Lancaste- 
rian mode of teaching, the want of 
a sufficiency of which had hitherto 
rendered one of its greatest improve- 
ments nearly abortive, as, from the 
want of such lessons, many schools 
mere obliged to resort to the use of 
bound books, and thereby the great 
principle of economy could not be 
Acted npbn. The labours of the so- 
citfy, however, it is to be hoped, 
will not end there, as in another 
point of great consequence, their in- 
terference is m^ich' wanted. From 
the advanced price of paper, books 
bf &n kitids are s» high, as to be 
beyond the reach not only of the 



lower, but the middle class of society, 
and, as if there had been a combi- 
nation of the publishers of small 
books for the instruction of youth, 
for the purpose of preventing any 
but the upper classes from receiving 
information, they have added so 
much to the expense uf such books, 
by embellishing them with prints, 
that those which should be the 
cheapest, are become the most 
expensive articles now to be had 
in the shape of books ; n^any 
of them being sold for a shilling 
each, which might be otherwise had 
for four-pence. This calls loudly 
for amendment; and in no better 
hands could the matter be vested, 
than in those of the Society for pro- 
moting the education of the poor. 
A most eminent piece of service 
would that society render to the 
community, were they to take up 
the ra-printing of all works of this 
nature, of which they could procure 
the copy-right, and have them 
done upon plain, low-priced paper, 
without those expensive embellish- 
ments. It is not only the extra ex- 
pense which is objection3,ble, but 
they^ are not of. the same utility in 
that form which they would other- 
wise be. They are used by the 
children into whose hands i hey are 
put, more as toys, than as the me- 
dium of instruction, and their time 
and attention is so tnoch occupied in 
examining the piotiires, that the in^ 
structife matter it altogether laid 
aside. As rewards for good con- 
duct, there can be nothing more 
suitable than small books of pic. 
tureS'S but let a^ch come into their 
hands only as rewards, and let 
them have tome without pictures, 
merely ibr the purpose of in- 
struction, and at such prices as 
may cofue withintih^ir means. These 
latter ohServi^ioas I have been in- 
duced to make, in consequence of 
my having been obliged t^ reject 
many little books which might have 
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answered the library here, but 
which were so extravagantly dear, 
as not to come within the means of 
the fund. 

Another objection lies against the 
greatest number of those small tracts, 
which is, that they are mostly calcu- 
lated for the instruction of the high- 
er ranks of society; it would be 
well, that the society should hold out 
encouragement to literary persons 
to write for the lower orders, publi- 
cations similar to Mrs. Leadbeater's 
which are immediately applicable 
to that description of the com- 
munity who are objects of the 
society's benevolence. 

If the society would take up tWis 
idea, might not an application be 
made to Governnjent, to remit the 
duty upon such paper as may be 
used in this benevolent design, as it 
is the very high excise to which the 
manufaciure of paper is liable, that 
has raised the price of books to the 
present advanced rate< 

Government has allowed charity- 
schools to escape the window and 
hearth tax. Now there would be no 
more inconsistency in alto(ving a 
Diaw-back npoii all paper used in 
such schools, and on such as might 
be used in printing books for the in- 
struction of the children taughtin 
them. 

1 am well aware of the heavy ex- 
pense v\hich W6Std"l5e incurred by 
carrying into'elfect this , salutary 
inea?uie, but from the benevolent 
spirit which is now awakened 
throughout the coontry, and the 
number of schools which are es- 
tablished, and establishing, no doubt, 
but that if the society were to open 
a correspondeiice with them, they 
would all coi\tribute towards so de- 
sirable a proj«ft;t, either by forward- 
ing immediate subscriptions, or un- 
dertaking to purchast-a certain num- 
ber of copies- of sttcb books as might 
be printed. 



Funds might also be created hv 
charity-sermons tlnoughout the coun- 
try. We have sermons preached, 
and contributions raised, for ihe 
Conversion of the Jews ami Heath- 
ens to the Christian faith, and can 
either one or other be considejr ed of 
more importance, than endeavour- 
ing to humanize, and 1 may say 
Christianize', our door-neighbours, 
who, from the clouds of ignorance 
in which they aie enveloped, can- 
not be said, to be any thing but no- 
minal Christians. Much of the con- 
tributions raisi^d for the purposes 
above mentioaed, are committed to 
the hands of strangers, whose cha- 
racters are in a great measure un- 
known to the contributors, and the 
promised good is so far remote, as 
perhaps never »o come within the 
scan of their ofaservntion. But i^i 
this case, the characters i)i the mem- 
heti. of the society are well knuwu 
to be of the' highest respectability, 
and to be ornamental to whatever is 
benevolent and humane, and the 
promised good is brought to our very 
doors, where we may every day 
have the opportunity of observing 
its salutary effects in the meliura- 
tioii of that class of our neighbours 
and couiitrymea, whi( li has so long 
laboured under the darkness of ig- 
norance and barbaiis'.n, and all thL-ir 
concomitant evils. 

Aabougii tiie benevolent spirit 
which induces I'le people of this 
country to contribute towards mis- 
sionary societies, ninsl be applaud- 
ed, antl is highly praiseworthy, yet 
it is questionable whether it is not 
more our duty to euli^hieii or con- 
vert our near neigbbourti and coun- 
trymen, than to expend our means 
io attempting to convert the Hea- 
thens of distant climes. That ttiere 
are many peEsoQs in Ireland who 
require iustruction, both iu a religj- 
ous and moral point of view, is 
undeniable j nay, it is too true that 
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there are many who have made 
no farther approaches tswards the 
dWine li^rht of the gospel, than 
merely that they have been born 
in a Christian cotHatry. To iMform 
and enlighten the mindg of such 
persons, therefore, tnait bo alton ed 
to be the first of christian duties, 
and paramount to that of conrert- 
in» the inhabitant* of foreign and 
far distant regions ; for this we have 
the bright example of the divine 
anthor of oor religion, as he be- 
gan the work of reformation 
at home, and vtrhile be remained 
-upon earth, confined his preaching 
to the country of Judea alone ; 
might it not therefoie be right to 
derer the conversion of tbe Hea* 
tbens, tilltb^ work of reformation 
be in a more forward date at 
borne? 

To render the budable exer- 
tions of the soeiiity more general* 
]j operative, ' I vimold most re- 
spectfully Submit to the- connder- 
ation of the Contmittee, the pro- 
priety' of opening a correspon- 
dence with ail the different chaH- 
t^ble institiitiorls for the purposes of 
education in this country, reqnir- 
ihg of them the manr^i^ in which 
the institution is supported ; the 
number of scholars under tuition ; 
tbe plan of teaching porsoed, and 
to what extent; accounts of what 
ihight be considered imptpvemeats 
in tbe mode of teachmg, with all 
other such information as might be 
thought lisefiil td the cause to have 
itiade public. I shmiid also re- 
commend to the society to con- 
sider the propriety' of appointing 
iri!ipectors to visit the different 
A;hools annually ; and from their 
dbserviAions, tomake reports of tb« 
general state of education in Ire- 
litnd. Tbe visitors to point out 
to the sppcrintendentj) of the 
5tbod1s, all sulch improvements as 
Aey ttii^ht think uaifvi, and with 



cemdour and sincefity, to remark 
upon what they mii^ht conceive to 
be negligence or erroneous con- 
duct in the management of the 
ftclMtobt the sociely publishing a 
general statement annually, coo- 
taining ^ sueh iaiwraiHon as inigkt 
be useful to tbe cause of educa- 
tion at large, and transAiitting the 
same to the different scboAls, which 
should be paid for by them in- 
dividually. . By tbii) means all im- 
portant and necessary information 
would be concentrated into one 
focus, and thence be transmitted 
to every seminary of eleemosy- 
nary education in the nation. 

I am fully aware that if such 
inspectors Were to be paid, tbe 
funds of the society might be in- 
adequate thereto; but I would hope 
tlut some public spirited gen- 
tleai«D of independent fortune 
Bright be found, who would qua- 
lify thenltselves for the task, and 
combine it with iheir curiosity 
foe seeing: tbe country ; and that 
whilst^ tbey. are. inaking the tour 
of their own eoomry, gratifying 
asid insti'orting themselves, they 
might resder to thc) community 
an eminently valuaible and useful 
piece of service; 

I have tbe. bonourto be. Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
«_™. D. 

T» tit Pftfruhri ^ tUSilfast Magi 



IN your Monthly Magazine for 
November last, page 133. tbe fol- 
lowing passage occurs in tbe ac- 
count of Gracehill, given by Eri- 
gena r " Among the numerous sin- 
gukr optnians whicb the Mora- 
vians entertain, one relative to 
their deceased members deserves 
to be noticed. They never inter 
in the ground which bad been 
previously used as a grave, a« 
they think that~«roald impede tbo 



